
Inaction Could Be Fatal 
By Chad Wagner 

A sobering report from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) was recently released regarding fatal crash rates around the 
country. As you have probably heard, fatal crashes are up since the 
pandemic began and preliminary statistics for 2021 show they continued 
to increase through the first half of 2021. The data suggests an increase of 
more than 3,000 fatal crashes in the first half of 2021 versus the same 
period in 2020. While your first thought may be: “Of course they are 
higher this year, we were stuck inside in 2020;” 2020 saw the highest 
overall fatalities in over a decade, despite lower traffic volumes. The first 
half of 2021 had a 13% increase in traffic over 2020, but an estimated 
18.4% increase in fatalities. The values reported in 2021 are also the 
highest number of fatalities for that time period since 2006. 

 
Percentage Change in Estimated Fatalities in the First Half of 2021 vs. First Half of 2020, NHTSA 

Fixing this is trend requires more than just saying the same tired words: 
slow down, wear seat belts, drive sober, and avoid distractions. This is a 
trend that we as planners and designers need to take an active role to 
combat beginning with the initial plan through project design. Luckily, we 
aren’t starting from scratch; FHWA has 28 different proven safety 
countermeasures we can implement with our projects.  Even better, most 
countermeasures are relatively simple and cost pennies to implement, 
especially when compared to the estimated economic impact of over $1.5 
million for just one drunk driving-related fatality. 
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President’s Message 
By Jeff Held 

Hello everyone and Happy 2022! It has been an honor to serve as the ITE Wisconsin Section 
President for 2021, and I want to thank you all for that opportunity. ITE is such an important 
organization for our industry, and it has been a key to my professional development over the 
years. I‘ve really enjoyed serving on the Board, and I appreciate all of the volunteers that make 
our Section, the District, and ITE International go.  

We’ve had an interesting couple of years, and I’m proud of how our Section Board and members 
adapted to virtual meetings. Similar to what a lot of us have experienced with public and 
stakeholder outreach on our projects, the online meetings in some cases have helped increase 
attendance. But I know we all miss seeing each other in person, and the Board will continue to 
monitor health guidelines and member preferences moving forward for our upcoming Section 
activities. We do plan to host the annual Traffic Engineering Workshop and Transportation 
Planning Forum on April 6th – in person – at the Ingleside Hotel in Delafield. 

As usual, the Wisconsin Section Meetings Committee did an outstanding job organizing our 
professional content throughout 2021, and as a Section we accomplished a lot. We hosted seven 
Section Meetings, getting back on track with our typical annual schedule. We held the 2021 
Traffic Engineering Workshop and Transportation Planning Forum as a two-day virtual event in 
June, with an excellent program and attendance. We began our effort to create Wisconsin 
Section Technical Councils that align with the ITE International Technical Councils, and we plan 
to get them fully up and running in 2022. We capped 2021 off with our Section Annual Meeting 
on December 8th and had a lot of fun with the second edition of online trivia.  

I’d like to sincerely thank Kelly Trac who completed her tour on the Section Board serving as our 
Past President in 2021. Kelly has been extremely valuable to our Section. I’d like to personally 
thank her for keeping me on track as President over the past year, and for her tireless dedication 
to ITE. The great news is that Kelly will continue in a leadership role for our Section having been 
elected as our first Section Representative to the newly reorganized Great Lakes District. 

Finally, I’d like to welcome Stephanie Sward to the Board as our 2022 Member Director, and I’m 
happy to pass the presidential baton to Jess Billmeyer. Our Section is in good hands! 

Thank you all again, and here’s to a tremendous 2022!  

Jeff Held 
ITE Wisconsin Section President, 2021 
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2022 ITE Wisconsin Section Election 
Results 
Fellow ITE Members, 

The 2022 ITE Wisconsin Section Board Election has wrapped up and the results have been 
tabulated. The Section Board welcomes Stephanie Sward as the new Member Director and Kelly 
Trac as the new District Representative for 2022.  

The 2022 ITE Wisconsin Section Board was sworn in at the Section Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, December 8th, 2021. 

Below is a list of the 2022 ITE Wisconsin Section Board: 

Past President   Jeff Held 

President   Jess Billmeyer 

Vice President   Andre Ost 

Treasurer   Brian Scharles 

Secretary   Eric Frailing 

Member Director  Stephanie Sward 

District Representative Kelly Trac 

The Section Board would like to thank Allan Pacada for his service as the outgoing District 
Representative, and Kevin Wehner and Yang Tao for running as candidates. We wish you the best 
in your future endeavors! 
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Recent Meetings & Events 
UW-Madison & UW-Platteville Student Chapter Night Meeting, October 
27th, 2021 
On Wednesday, October 27th, the Section held its 
meeting featuring the student chapters from UW-
Madison and UW-Platteville. The meeting was held 
virtually through Microsoft Teams.  

The meeting was opened by Jeff Held who provided a 
business update for the ITE Section, including the 
Treasurer’s report, an update on Section membership, 
and upcoming Section events. 

Kristi Sebastian, Director of the Great Lakes District 
provided an update on recent events and initiatives from the District. 

Each of the Board Members from the UW-Platteville 
Student Chapter gave a short presentation on their 
internship experiences over the past summer as well as 
how the Chapter has been coping with pandemic-related 
adjustments. Dr. Kristina Fields, the Chapter’s Faculty 
Advisor, provided an update on the ongoing construction 
of Sesquicentennial Hall, a major facility expansion and 

upgrade for engineering on the Platteville campus. She also provided information on the 
upcoming study abroad course taking place June 15th – 27th, 2022 in the Netherlands. 

Wissam Kontar, UW-Madison Student Chapter President, 
gave an update on recent activities and events they 
attended. They were happy to report that their Chapter 
received the 2020 – 2021 College of Engineering Student 
Organization Award from the College of Engineering at 
UW-Madison. Other notable activities included being a 
finalist in the ITE Vision Zero Sandbox Competition and 
semi-finalists at the 2021 Great Lakes District Collegiate 
Traffic Bowl. 

The meeting closed with the first-ever Ask an Engineer panel discussion. Professionals from 
public and private entities answered questions from the college students about topics from 
course recommendations to what skills are expected in the workplace. Special thanks to the 
panelists who participated: 

• Brian Huibregtse, MSA Professional Services, Inc. 
• David Platz, FHWA 
• Rebecca Szymkowski, WisDOT 
• Yang Tao, City of Madison 
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Wisconsin ITE Annual Meeting, December 8th, 2021 
The Section held its annual meeting virtually on Wednesday, December 8th. 

Jeff Held provided a business update for the ITE Section, 
including the Treasurer’s report, an update on Section 
membership, upcoming Section events, and soon-to-be-
released publications from ITE International. The 2022 
Wisconsin Section Board Election results were 
announced, and Kristi Sebastian helped swear in the 
incoming Section Board for 2022. The Section Board 
would like to thank Kelly Trac, outgoing Past President, for 
her years of service to the Board. 

Award Presentations 

HARVEY SHEBESTA SCHOLARSHIP 

The Section created a scholarship award of up to $2,000 to be presented annually to encourage 
students to consider Transportation Engineering in their studies and career aspirations, as well 
as provide financial support to students who have demonstrated an interest and are likely to 
work in the transportation field. 

Three applications were received: two from UW-
Madison and one from MSOE. The 2021 winner of 
the Harvey Shebesta Scholarship is Kentin 
Brummett, from UW-Madison. She is originally 
from Wamego, Kansas and is the current Secretary 
for the UW-Madison Student Chapter. She has 
been involved with Kansas Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
Kansas State University research, the Kansas DOT, 
and the UW TOPS Lab. Her goal is to be involved in 
a career that allows her to use new technologies 
to improve transportation networks and help 
them adapt. Congratulations Kentin! 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

The Distinguished Service Award recognizes an ITE member’s outstanding contributions to the 
transportation profession. Selection of the winner is based on continued member leadership 
roles on difficult transportation issues or projects; notable and outstanding contributions to the 
profession through the section or national Institute and other professional activities; and 
recognition for the advancement of the integrity of traffic engineering, design, planning, or 
education. 
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The Award Selection Committee was 
comprised of Rebecca Szymkowski, John 
Bruggeman, Jess Billmeyer, and Kelly Trac. This 
year, the committee reviewed four nominees.  
The winner of the 2021 Distinguished Service 
Award is John Bieberitz. John started his career 
in 1989 with HNTB; he also became active in ITE 
that same year. He started at Traffic Analysis 
and Design (TADI) in 2002, with a staff of three; 
the firm now has over thirty employees. For the 
past 25-years, John has been Chairman of the 
Traffic Engineering Workshop Committee, a 
committee he became active with in 1990. 
Congratulations John! 

Committee Recognition 

ADMINISTRATOR 

John Bruggeman 

SECTION MEETING COMMITTEE 

Eric Frailing, Vicki Haskell, Maria Kurniati, Diego Silva, & Kelly Trac 

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING WORKSHOP & TRANSPORTATION PLANNING COMMITTEE 

John Bieberitz 

MARTIN BRUENING AWARD COMMITTEE 

Stacey Pierce 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

John Bruggeman 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

Allan Pacada 

KEN VOIGT/YOUNGER MEMBER AWARD COMMITTEE 

Justin Schueler 

SIMCAP USERS GROUP 

Rob Beuthling 
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ITE Great Lakes District and International Update 

Kristi Sebastian, the current District Director, provided 
an update from the District and International 
perspectives. The Board was able to meet in person 
once again. She highlighted the current and modified 
ITE councils and committees, which cover the various 
forms of employment, education, and ethics, to the 
collection of technical councils. New initiatives for 
students and younger members was announced, 

including free membership for all full-time students and planning for the transition from students 
to younger professionals. Starting in 2022, webinars will be free for members (PDH processing 
will still be fee-based). 

Trivia! 

The meeting culminated with return of the virtual trivia game. Three teams competed for 
bragging rights until next year’s meeting. Despite the final scores being a tad lower than in years 
past, a fun time was had by all. Thanks to members of the Section Meeting Committee for 
assembling the trivia game! 
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New ITE International Office Location 
As of December 1st, 2021, ITE International has a new office address: 

1627 Eye Street NW 
Suite 550 
Washington, DC 20006 

Same building, just one floor down  

New ITE-McTrans Partnership 
By ITE International 

ITE has established a new partnership with the McTrans Center at the 
University of Florida Transportation Institute (UFTI). The McTrans Center 
(UFTI) is a unique organization of university and industry partners work to 
further the goals of safety and reliability in the transportation system through 
training and education in transportation technology. Its primary mission is to 
educate professionals in the use of the Highway Capacity Software (HCS) tool. 

The ITE and McTrans partnership provides ITE members access to selected McTrans offerings at 
a 20-percent discount by registering through ITE. Classes available to register for now are: 

HIGHWAY CAPACITY ANALYSIS BASED ON HCM/HCS 

This course is designed for engineering and planning professionals who wish to understand the 
Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) methods and their applications, with a focus on the Highway 
Capacity Software (HCS). It is also designed to provide a solid foundation for those studying for 
the PE exam. 

HIGHWAY SAFETY ANALYSIS BASED ON HSM/HSS 

This course is designed for engineering, planning and road safety professionals who want to be 
familiarized with the Predictive Methods of the Highway Safety Manual and their applications, 
with a focus on the Highway Safety Software (HSS). It is also designed to provide a solid 
foundation for those studying for the PE exam. To learn more and register, please visit the ITE 
Learning Hub homepage. 

  

https://www.ite.org/professional-and-career-development/learning-hub/educational-offerings/
https://www.ite.org/professional-and-career-development/learning-hub/educational-offerings/
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The Trip Generation Manual, 11th Edition 
is NOW AVAILABLE! 
By ITE International 

This new edition of the Trip Generation Manual enhances the 
10th edition’s modernized content, data set, and 
contemporary delivery - making it an invaluable resource. 

The 11th edition features: 

• All the latest multimodal trip generation data for 
urban, suburban, and rural applications 

• Reclassified land uses to better meet user needs 
• Integrated digital copies of all land use definitions, 

plots, and supporting materials 
• Full ability to filter the data to match local conditions 

(in digital versions only) 

Go to https://www.ite.org/ for more information on pricing 
packages and to purchase the 11th Edition. Note that 
Wisconsin is still in the process of reviewing the 11th Edition, so don’t toss out the 10th Edition 
just yet!  

https://www.ite.org/technical-resources/topics/trip-and-parking-generation/?_zs=Tqtel&_zl=QO422
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Upcoming Awards 
Martin Bruening Award 
Mr. Martin Bruening worked from 1924 until 1972 for the 
City of Milwaukee in Traffic Engineering. He was not only a 
leader in Milwaukee but was recognized as a national leader. 
During his illustrious career, he was an advocate and 
supporter of the three "E's" of traffic safety: Engineering, 
Education, and Enforcement, and his sound geometric design 
principles and early attention to good traffic signal design and 
operation were partly responsible for Milwaukee's consistent 
first place ranking in traffic safety for cities in its population 
class. Although Bruening believed in and was professionally 
involved in the planning and design of Milwaukee's freeway 
system to ensure the coordination and design for traffic 
operations on the local street system, he consistently warned 
of the necessity for a balanced transportation system. He authored several reports on the 
financially favored position of the automobile over mass transit and advocated a metropolitan 
transit authority and mass transit subsidy. 

Award Guidelines 

The Section Board has decided to update this award for professionals to feature a Project of the 
Year. As in years past, it will also continue to feature a Student Paper award. More information 
will be released shortly on how to apply. Watch your email for an upcoming announcement or 
check the Section website for more details: https://itewisconsin.org/Martin_Bruening_Award 

Ken Voigt/Younger Member Award 
Due to the ITE Annual Meeting being held virtually, the Ken Voigt/Younger Member Award has 
been postponed for 2021. Please watch for updates on the award in 2022. 

Great Lakes District Awards 
Solicitations will be announced soon for several Great Lakes District Awards: 

• Rising Star (members under 35 years of age) 
• Transportation Professional of the Year 
• Distinguished Member 
• Student Chapter 
• Student Chapter Momentum 

Nominations will be due March 1st, 2022. Award nomination information will be posted on the 
District website shortly: https://greatlakesite.org/awards/. Please consider nominating a fellow 
Wisconsin Section member or encourage a Student Chapter to apply. 

  

https://itewisconsin.org/Martin_Bruening_Award
https://greatlakesite.org/awards/
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In Memoriam 
Michael F. Grulke 
It is with great sadness we report the passing of one of our 
Section members, Michael F. Grulke of Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin. 

Michael was born and raised near Theresa, Wisconsin, 
having graduated from Mayville High School in 1989. He 
went on to graduate with a bachelor’s degree in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Wisconsin-Platteville 
and became a licensed Professional Engineer in the state of 
Wisconsin. 

He joined the ITE Wisconsin Section in 1994 and was an 
active member since. In 2002, Michael won the Section’s 
Martin Bruening Award for a paper he authored with David 
Soeldner. During his time with the Section, Michael was also 
a member of several District Annual Meeting planning 
committees. His career included positions with Ayres 
Associates, as a Senior Civil Engineer with Waukesha County Public Works, and most recently as 
a Civil Engineer with the city of Waukesha. 

Please keep his family and friends in your thoughts during this difficult time. 

Michael’s full obituary can be viewed at: 
https://koepsellfh.tributes.com/obituary/show/Michael-F.-Grulke-108534398   

Courtesy of Koepsell Funeral Home 

https://koepsellfh.tributes.com/obituary/show/Michael-F.-Grulke-108534398
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Upcoming Events 
Date Event Location 

Jan. 26, 2022 Public Service Appreciation Section Meeting Virtual 

March 10, 2022 Milwaukee Area Student Night Section Meeting Milwaukee, WI 

March 15 – 16, 
2022 

ITE Virtual Technical Conference Virtual 

April 6, 2022 ITE Traffic Engineering Workshop & 
Transportation Planning Forum 

TBD 

May 18, 2022 Fox Valley Section Meeting TBD 

June 20 – 22, 2022 Great Lakes District Annual Meeting Duluth, MN 

July 20, 2022 Joint Meeting with ITS Wisconsin Milwaukee, WI 

July 31 – Aug. 3, 
2022 

ITE 2022 Annual Meeting and Exhibit New Orleans, LA 

Sept. 14, 2022 Joint Meeting with WTS WisDOT SE Region 

Oct. 12, 2022 UW-Madison/UW-Platteville Student Night 
Section Meeting 

Madison, WI 

Dec. 7, 2022 Annual Section Meeting Delafield Brewery, 
Delafield, WI 

ITE Wisconsin Membership 
As of December 2021: 

• 227 Current Members (including students) 

• 6 new Section Members since September 2021 

o Kim Tran 
o Michael Roach 
o Mike Amsden 

o Chad Chrisbaumo 
o David Tapiao 
o Thomas Roth 

If you haven’t already, please renew for 2022! 
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Treasurer’s Update 
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Transportation Funny Photos 

 

 

 

     

 

 

    

  

  

 

  

Do you have some information to share? The ITE Newsletter is an excellent medium for reaching Section 
members. If you would like something published in the upcoming newsletter, please contact the 2022 
Wisconsin Section Member Director, Stephanie Sward at swards@cityoflacrosse.org   

mailto:swards@cityoflacrosse.org
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ITE Wisconsin Section Sponsors 

THANK YOU!  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
There is still time to become a sponsor for 2022! 

Please contact Jeff Held for more information 

Platinum Sponsors 
 

  

Gold Sponsor 
 

  

Silver Sponsors 
 

  

mailto:Jeff.Held@strand.com
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