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From a Farm Town 
to a Suburban City



Sun Prairie is 
• Growing fast! 
• Population has doubled since 2000!!
• Projected to add another 25,000 people in next 25 years



1937
Source: DCiMap



2024
Source: DCiMap



Neighborhoods built before 2000 were built 
without sidewalks; without mixed-uses



Source: US CENSUS; 
IPUMS NHGIS, University of Minnesota, www.nhgis.org

Sun Prairie is growing 
older over time

Why these age groups? 
• Youth are almost exclusively 

non-drivers 
• Older adults aging into non-

driving

Source: US CENSUS; 
IPUMS NHGIS, University of Minnesota, www.nhgis.org



Sun Prairie’s Strategy for 
Delivering Accessibility

1. Land Use reform 

1. Focusing development to centers and corridors

2. Transportation Options 

1. Including public transit service

3. Infrastructure

1. Strengthening Active Transportation Network

2. Complete Green Streets





Upzoning low-density; encouraging more mixed 
use; allowing more housing by-right





Transportation Options

Personal 
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Friends & 
Family 
Vehicle

Taxi or Ride-
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Walk or BikePublic Transit 
(Bus, Train, or 
Paratransit)

option

Graphic Adapted from: Tampa Safe System Approach

STUCK 
IN PLACE

Users depend on safe pedways, bikeways, and intersections



• Need density along 
corridors for 
successful transit

• Need transit options 
to encourage denser 
development

Chicken and Egg problem between 
Land Use and Transportation Options

Source: Metro Council Regional Transit Design and 
Performance Guidelines (Minneapolis, St-Paul Metro)



Source: Metro Council Regional Transit Design and Performance Guidelines (Minneapolis, St-Paul Metro)



Source: Metro Council Regional Transit Design and Performance Guidelines (Minneapolis, St-Paul Metro)



Strengthening the 
network for Active 

Transportation



Adopted in 2023, 
this plan is a 
guidebook and 
policy document.



(2023)



(2023)







Designing 
Complete Streets



Thompson Rd Project (2025):

• 26% reduction in 50th percentile speeds*

• 12% reduction in 85th percentile speeds*

• 54% reduction in Maximum speed

Sun Prairie has been building 
Complete Streets

Before

After



N Bird St at Summit Ave

N Bird St
Shared Use Path
Key N-S Backbone for 

City’s Bikeway Network

Sun Prairie has been building 
Complete Streets



• Transparency and consistency in street design approach

• Prioritizing young people, aging adults, and people with disabilities 

• Flexibility in parking / curb / terrace area to prioritize traffic calming, 
sidewalks, and pedestrian/bike safety

Looking to NACTO peers to develop a 
Complete Streets Policy and Guide

Source: City of Minneapolis –
Complete Streets Modal Hierarchy

Source: City of Madison – Complete 
Green Streets Modal Hierarchy



Feel free to reach out 
with any questions, 

comments, or discussion
David Salmon

dsalmon@cityofsunprairie.com

608-825-0859


