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In 2019, over 2,200 collisions occurred in the United States between
motor vehicles and trains, killing nearly 300 and injuring over 800. The
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) recently completed a study which
tested drivers’ reactions to encountering
malfunctioning crossing warning systems or their
vehicle stalling while over a railroad track. The study
was geared at drivers’ reaction to the ENS, or
Emergency Notification Sign, a sign that is present
Sample ENS
at nearly every grade crossing in the United States.
Forty licensed drivers in the Boston area participated in a simulator study
where they encountered six scenarios, including one practice “drive”. The
subsequent drives included scenarios with a warning system malfunction,
a properly functioning warning system, and their vehicle stalling on the
tracks. These scenarios varied the orientation of the ENS, either parallel
to the tracks or perpendicular to the tracks.
To nobody’s surprise, drivers were most likely to glance at
the sign when it was placed parallel to the tracks (as a
typical road sign would). If stalled on the tracks, they were
most likely to glance at the sign when it was mounted
perpendicular to the tracks.
What was more surprising was that only 1 out of the 40
drivers in the study had even heard of the sign before.
While most said they would have called emergency
services, the specific crossing information provided on the
sign can save valuable time in determining the exact
problem location, especially when the same road may
have numerous other grade crossings.

Upcoming Newsletter
If you would like something
published in the next
newsletter contact:
Eric Frailing at
efrailing@msa-ps.com

While the FRA works on next steps in signage placement
and educational campaigns, help spread the word on this
important sign to your family and colleagues – it could
very well save a life. For additional study details, visit the
FHWA eLibrary page, report DOT/FRA/ORD-21/05.
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President’s Message
By Jeff Held
It is an honor to serve as the 2021 ITE Wisconsin Section President. I have found over the years
that our profession is somewhat of a “small world”, and that the professional development and
networking opportunities ITE affords are extremely valuable. I’m excited to serve with such a
great group of fellow board members including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jess Billmeyer, Vice President
Andre Ost, Treasurer
Brian Scharles, Secretary
Eric Frailing, Director
Kelly Trac, Past President
John Bruggeman, Administrator
Allan Pacada, Section Representative to the District

Welcome to Eric and a special thanks also to Allan, last year’s Past President, for agreeing to
continue volunteering in a leadership role for our Section, by serving as our inaugural Wisconsin
Section Representative to the (new) Great Lakes District. Many of you are aware that as part of
the OneITE initiative the Midwestern and Great Lakes Districts were realigned, and our Section is
now a proud member of the GLITE District.
We’re all excited about the direction of the Institute, with the most recent initiatives out of
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. on Connected and Automated Vehicles; Mobility as a
Service/Mobility on Demand; Smart Communities; Transportation and Health; and Vision Zero.
ITE continues to be an industry leader positioned on the leading edge of transportation issues,
and it’s great to see some of our Section members directly involved in these exciting efforts.
2021 is off to a great start with our transition Board meeting and Public Service Appreciation
Section Meeting held in January, our upcoming SimCap Users Group meeting (April 13) and
Milwaukee Area Student Chapters Update Section Meeting (April 14), and the Traffic Engineering
Workshop and Transportation Planning Forum scheduled for June 17th this year. Taking our lead
from HQ, we have decided that the TEW/TPF will be virtual this year, the same as the Annual
Meeting and Exhibit that will be held in July, (which had been scheduled to be held in Portland,
OR). We all hope these events will be some of the last virtual conferences as we move toward
returning to in-person activities. We do plan to investigate whether a smaller, in-person-whilevirtual format can feasibly be held at the TEW/TPF host hotel for those that would be interested
in participating. More to come on that.
Lastly, the Board is planning a reconfiguration of our Committees and Councils to be better
aligned with the structures used at the Great Lakes District and International levels. We feel this
will provide an opportunity for synergy between Section, District, and International activities and
opportunities. It will also offer additional chances to get involved, so stay tuned for more
information from me on that front too.
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Thank you all for your interest and involvement in ITE, and here’s to putting 2020 in our rearview
mirrors!
Jeff Held
ITE Wisconsin Section President, 2021

Recent Meetings, Events, and Awards
UW-Madison at the 100th Annual TRB Meeting
ITE Student Chapter at UW-Madison
In January 2021, student members of the ITE Student Chapter at UW-Madison attended the TRB
100th Annual Meeting. We had six student members presenting their research in online poster
and lectern sessions. Our student member and newly elected student chapter secretary, Kentin
Brummet, was awarded Dwight David Eisenhower Transportation Fellowship and presented her
research proposal at the Annual Meeting.
Here is a list of ITE student members’ presentations:
•

Keshu Wu – “Using High-Resolution Archived Operational Traffic Data for Transportation
Management during COVID-19 Pandemic” (Session 1062, Presentation TRBAM-21-02991)

•

Hiba Nassereddine – “Extreme Value Theory to Estimate Safety Using Right Turn on Red
Conflicts” (Session 1202, Presentation TRBAM-21-03550)

•

Kentin Brummet – “Quantifying Impacts of Transit Signal Priority using Connected Vehicle
Technology” (Session 1215, Presentation P21-20688)

•

Beau Burdett, Ran Yi – “Towards Ideal Hotspot Analysis for Law Enforcement Safety
Resource Allocations” (Session 1390, Presentation TRBAM-21-03652)

•

Beau Burdett – “Are Roundabouts Safe and Economically Viable Replacing Conventional
Diamond Interchange Ramp Terminals?” (Session 1392, Presentation TRBAM-21-01936)

•

Fred Song – “Conditional Transit Signal Priority for Connected Transit Vehicles” (Session
1211 TRBAM-21-03367)

Student members reflected on their experience attending this year’s TRB Annual Meeting and
shared their thoughts:
Hiba Nassereddine: “With TRB being virtual this year, I had the opportunity to attend
several committee meetings which normally used to be difficult to attend. I also
presented a poster and interacted with attendees through chat. With posters being
presented online, it was interesting to access and watch the pre-posted presentations,
videos, and posters for a longer time.”
Ghazaleh Jafarsalehi: "TRB 2021 was my second experience in an international
transportation conference. However, the online platform of workshops and sessions
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made it less desirable, specifically for me, who wanted to expand networking and
communicating with fellows about their studies and research opportunities."
Fred Song: “This year’s TRB Annual Meeting was in a totally different format compared
with before. I have attended TRB five times, and every time I found something new and
exciting. This time, too. Having saved the traveling and walking in between different
conference sessions, I could access to much more conference content (committee
meetings, workshops, poster and video presentations) this time through the online
platform. I also presented a poster as a co-author with my colleagues. What this year’s
conference lacked was chances of in-person communications and the vibe of the bustling
conference hall. I really hope we can return to our original TRB next year.”
Kentin Brummet: “TRB was a great way to dive deeper into topics that we can't fully cover
in classes. Also, having an opportunity to showcase my poster and receive comments was
helpful.”
Ian Hargrove: “This is my second year in a row to attend TRB. The experience was
different since all events were virtual, but that gave me more time to visit different
committee meetings. I hope when in person TRB resumes, that virtual and recordings of
meetings will still continue.”
Quantifying Impacts of Transit Signal Priority Using Connected
Vehicle Technology
2021 TRB Poster Session
Check out the video presentation of the Madison Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) corridor study poster
session, as presented by Kentin Brummett, Graduate Research Assistant with the TOPS Lab at
UW-Madison.
Public Service Appreciation Meeting, January 20 th, 2021
On Wednesday, January 20th, the ITE
Wisconsin Section held its annual
public service appreciation meeting
virtually through Microsoft Teams.
Jeff Held opened the meeting by
thanking this year’s Section sponsors
and all those who called in to attend, in
addition to introducing the 2021
executive board members.
Two new members were welcomed:
Jamie Dalheim and Hiba Nassereddine. A reminder was given to renew ITE memberships for
2021. Jess Billmeyer provided the final Treasurer’s Report for 2020. A formal request was given
asking for volunteers to assist the section with chairing committees and assisting with speakers.
Volunteers do not need to be an ITE member to help.
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After an update was
given
about
upcoming
awards
and other calendar
events, Jeff Held, of
Strand
Associates
gave a presentation
on the creation of the
Pedestrian
and
Bicycle Plan that was
produced for the city
of
Monona,
Wisconsin.
Jeff’s
presentation gave a
great view of why such plans are needed, how decisions were made as to proposed infrastructure
locations and types, as well as the community involvement that is necessary to make such a plan
successful.

Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Location

April 14, 2021

UWM/Marquette/MSOE Student Night/Martin
Bruening Award

Virtual

April 19-20, 2021

Great Lakes District ITE 2021 Student Traffic Bowl

Virtual

May 19, 2021

Fox Valley Section Meeting

Virtual

June 17, 2021

ITE Traffic Engineering Workshop &
Transportation Planning Forum

Virtual

July 14, 2021

Joint Meeting with ITS Wisconsin

TBD

July 20 – Aug. 5,
2021

ITE International 2021 Annual Meeting

Virtual

Aug. 30 – 31, 2021

Great Lakes District Annual Meeting

Columbus, OH

Sep. 15, 2021

Joint Meeting with WTS

TBD

Oct. 13, 2021

UW-Madison/UW Platteville Student Night

TBD

Dec. 8, 2021

Annual Meeting and Awards

TBD

Jan. 9 – 13, 2022

2022 TRB Annual Meeting

Washington, D.C.

Jan. 19, 2022

Public Service Appreciation

Madison, WI
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Date

Event

Location

Spring 2022

Great Lakes District Annual Meeting

Minneapolis, MN

July 31 – Aug. 3,
2022

ITE 2022 Annual Meeting and Exhibit

New Orleans, LA

ITE Wisconsin Membership
As of March 2021:
•

217 Current Members (including students)

•

20 new Section Members since January 19, 2021
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Anthony Norman
Art Baumann
Dan Brugman
Keegan Dole
Jerrel Kruschke
Kelly Laabs
Jennifer Leech
Karen Martens
Benjamin Roskoskey
Collin Webb

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Graham Heitz
Cassie Reimbold
Michael Folkening
Hiba Nassereddine
Arkadiusz M. Krupa
Alondra Rodriguez
Kyle Oates
Erynn J. Schroeder
Mason Frederick Berger
Dalton Peters

If you haven’t already, please renew for 2021!
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Upcoming Awards
Due to the ITE Annual Meeting being held virtually, the Ken Voigt/Younger Member Award has been
postponed for 2021. Please watch for updates on the award in 2022.

Treasurer’s Update
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MUTCD Update Reminder
Comment Period Extended to May 14
In case you haven’t submitted your comments on the
Notice of Proposed Amendments (NPA), there’s still
time! FHWA has extended the deadline through May
14, 2021. Additional details can be found on the MUTCD
home page: https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/index.htm.
There, you can find recordings and slides from the
three-part webinar FHWA recently hosted regarding
proposed changes to the next edition. Full marked-up
copies of the NPA, including proposed text and figures,
as well as links for submitting your comments can be
found in the Federal Register. Help shape the future
11th Edition of the MUTCD, submit your feedback
today!

Call for Great Lakes District Volunteers
John Mick, Endowment Fund Committee Chair for the District is looking for a member of each
Section to assist on the committee. Commitment would likely be 1 – 2 hours per month plus time
for District meetings and a brief statement at Section meetings. For more information, call John
at (312) 505-1149.
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Transportation Funny Photos

Do you have some information to share? The ITE Newsletter is an excellent medium for reaching
section members. If you would like something published in the upcoming newsletter, please contact the
2020 Wisconsin Section Member Director, Eric Frailing at efrailing@msa-ps.com
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ITE Wisconsin Section Sponsors

THANK YOU!
2021 Sponsorship Information Coming Soon!

Platinum Sponsors
Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsor
Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors
Silver Sponsors

