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What We Do Matters 

I am in disbelief that in our lifetimes, there has never been an event that has 

affected the world as directly as the coronavirus pandemic. It has personally 

impacted all us in so many ways and will continue to do so for some time. 

As we begin to figure how to cope with this crisis, and help others get through it, 

one thing that is important to us is that we have the good fortune of belonging to 

an industry that is ‘essential.’ 

What we do matters. 

Every day we help 

communities travel 

safely on roadways, keep 

trucks moving health 

supplies, food, and 

enable emergency 

responders to continue 

helping those in need.   

What we do also allows 

the transportation 

system to deliver our 

packages. 

WisDOT is using Dynamic 

Message Signs (DMS) to effectively communicate the number of open Truck 

Parking spaces at rest areas and weight enforcement facilities, to support 

truckers on the road when they need a break from their important delivery work. 

We are all adapting to a new way of work.  From social distancing while in the 

field to video conferencing, ITE Virtual Drop-In sessions as a way of staying 

connected, we are facing new challenges.  As ITE has come a long way since the 

first meeting in Pittsburgh on October 2, 1930 we together will survive this crisis, 

as the journey has just started.  Let's focus on what we can do to keep things 

moving. 
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President’s Message 

By Kelly Trac 

I am honored to be serving as the 2020 ITE Wisconsin Section President. I have been an ITE member 

since my time as a student at UW-Madison and ITE has continued to be an important part of my 

professional development. I feel privileged to be leading such a great section with wonderful members 

that help make our section a success. Many of our members volunteer their time to help organize our 

technical meetings, yearly workshop, section awards, and social gatherings. These events not only 

provide professional development opportunities, but help build relationships within our industry. It is 

my hope that you continue to value being a part of ITE and take advantage of these opportunities and 

actively participate in section activities throughout the year. 

Last year, ITE rolled out their OneITE initiative, which has been geared towards strengthening 

connections between ITE International, Districts, and Sections. This provides members with a consistent 

member experience regardless of their location, delivers more effective member support, and provides 

a suite of benefits to help members excel as transportation professionals. With this initiative, our 

Wisconsin affiliate membership no longer exists, but we hope you continue to be involved by becoming 

an ITE international member. Feel free to contact me with any questions regarding ITE’s new initiative 

and what it means for our section. 

I am privileged to work with another excellent group of professionals on the Wisconsin Section 

Executive Board this year. For 2020, you will be served by the following board members:  

• Jeff Held – Vice President 

• Jess Billmeyer – Treasurer 

• Andre Ost – Secretary 

• Brian Scharles – Director 

• Allan Pacada – Past President 

• John Bruggeman - Administrator 

I would like to thank Yang Tao (Past President), Joyce Murphy (2nd Year Affiliate), and Diego Silva (1st 

Year Affiliate) for their past service on the ITE Executive Board! We also welcome Brian Scharles as our 

newest board member. 

We started the year with a very successful section meeting on January 22nd. This public service 

appreciation meeting was held in Madison and Elizabeth Garfoot from Strand Associates gave a great 

presentation on the Pleasant View Road Design project. 

This year has brought some unprecedented times. We are all adjusting to a new normal, which includes 

many of us working from home, virtual communication, and changes to our everyday schedules. 

Unfortunately, as a result many of our spring meetings and events have been canceled, including our 

yearly Wisconsin ITE Traffic Engineering Workshop. Although, the start of this year has not gone as 
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expected, we hope everyone is staying safe and healthy during these difficult times. We will continue to 

monitor the situation and will start hosting section meetings as soon as it is safe to do so. 

If you would like to get more involved with our Wisconsin Section, please ask me or one of the Board 

members. We are always looking for new volunteers to help make our organization a success! 

Thanks for your continued support! 

Kelly Trac 

ITE Wisconsin Section President 
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Feature Article 

Future City Competition  

January 18th, 2020 

By Jeff Roemer 

The 2020 Wisconsin Regional Future City 

Regional Competition took place on Saturday, 

January 18 at the Milwaukee School of 

Engineering Kern Center.  Institute of 

Transportation Engineer – Wisconsin Section 

members Tim Anheuser, Phil Bielefeld, Shana 

Brummond, Alicia Dougherty, Jeremy Iwen and 

Jeff Roemer judged the over 53 entries from 

middle schools for the “Best Transportation 

Award”. Judging was based on the team’s model 

and a presentation focusing on transportation. 

Swivenzille from Glen Hills Middle School, 

Wisconsin took first place this year.  This year’s theme was ‘Clean Water: Tap Into Tomorrow’ with a task 

to choose a threat to their city's water supply and design a resilient system to maintain a reliable supply 

of clean drinking water. 

Participants complete five deliverables: a virtual city design (using SimCity); a 1,500-word city essay; a 

scale model built from recycled materials; a project plan, and a presentation to judges at Regional 

Competitions in January. Regional winners represent their region at the Finals in Washington, DC in 

February. After completing Future City, student participants are not only prepared to be citizens of today’s 

complex and technical world, but also poised to become the drivers of tomorrow. 

It was encouraging to see so many young students excited 

about the future of transportation. We are always looking 

for volunteers to judge ITE’s award. Contact Shana 

Brummond (shana.brummond@daarcorp.com) if you are 

interested in volunteering or looking for information on 

the event. We look forward to next year’s competition! 

First Place:  Glen Hills Middle School, “Swivenzille” 

Second Place: Whitman Middle School, “Oleander” 

Third Place:  Longfellow Middle School, "FAM" 

Fourth Place: Butler Middle School, "Spring City" 

Fifth Place: Forest Park Middle School, "Akiko-Sen" 

http://www.stemforward.org/2020futurecitycompetition
http://www.stemforward.org/2020futurecitycompetition
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Recent Meetings, Events, and Awards 

ITE Wisconsin: Public Service Appreciation Luncheon January 22, 

2020 

By Brian Scharles 

On January 22nd the ITE Wisconsin Section hosted the annual public service appreciation event 

where public agency employees can attend for half price.  This event was held at the Great Dane 

Pub in Madison (Eastside Location).   Kelly Trac hosted the meeting and thanked everyone for 

coming.  The group then had customary self-Introductions.  Jeff Held updated the group with past 

meeting notes and current discussions the board is working on.   The Board has been given new 

Section Bylaws and Charters for the “new” Great Lakes District, these need to be reviewed, edited 

and submitted by May 1st.    This is an attempt to have uniformity throughout the region and for 

all ITE sections have the same bylaws within each region.  This would replace existing bylaws.     

Jess Billmeyer presented the budget summary for 2019. 

 

 

The luncheon was sponsored by HNTB 

Kelly Trac talked about a brief history of the Harvey Shebesta Award.   Kelly then presented the 

Harvey Shebesta Scholarship award to Yu (Fred) Song for recognition in his academic 

achievements and interest in the transportation profession. 
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We had a guest speaker, Elizabeth Garfoot from Strand Associates and she presented on the 

Pleasant View Road Design project.    The presentation covered was A Design Governed by Unique 

Project Elements. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

  

March, 2020 
(Canceled) 
 

ITE Wisconsin UWM / Marquette Student Night 

April, 2020 (Canceled) ITE Traffic Engineering Workshop and Transportation Planning Forum 

May, 2020 (Cancelled) ITE Wisconsin Fox Valley / Green Bay Section Meeting 
(Possible change to virtual technical sessions online) 
 

June 3-5, 2020 
(Canceled)  
 

Joint Midwestern District / Great Lakes District Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL 
(Possible Change to virtual hosting technical sessions online) 

July 22nd, 2020 Joint ITE Wisconsin / ITS Wisconsin Meeting 

August 9-12, 2020 ITE Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA  

September, 2020 Joint ITE / WTS Meeting 

October, 2020 ITE Wisconsin UW-Platteville / UW-Madison Student Night 

November, 2020 ITS Wisconsin 2020 Transportation Conference 

December, 2020 ITE Wisconsin Annual Meeting 

January 24 - 28, 2021 TRB Annual Meeting, Washington, DC 
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Upcoming Awards 

2020 Ken Voigt Young Member Award – Applications due May 1 

Attention ITE members age 35 or younger - Applications for the 
2020 Ken Voigt Young Member Award will be accepted through 
Friday, May 1. This is a great opportunity to be recognized by 
your peers and experience the ITE Annual Meeting, which will be 
a joint meeting between ITE International and the Southern 
District and held in New Orleans from August 9-12. Click on the 
link below to visit our website for additional information. All 
applications should be submitted to Justin Schueler via email 
(PDF) to Justin.Schueler@raSmith.com or by regular mail to 

Justin Schueler c/o Ken Voigt Award 
16745 W. Bluemound Road 
Brookfield, WI 53005-5938  

The Wisconsin Section created the Ken Voigt Award in 2012, which funds a young professional’s 
attendance at the ITE Annual Meeting and Exhibit each year, recognizing Ken’s long-standing support 
and mentoring efforts.  The award honors Ken Voigt, a former ITE Wisconsin and ITE International 
president with over 50 years of experience in the field of transportation engineering. 

Award  
— Plaque presented at an ITE Section Meeting 
— Recognition in an upcoming section newsletter and yearbook 
— ITE Annual Meeting Registration and up to $1,000 travel expense reimbursement 
 

Eligibility 

Any Wisconsin Section ITE member who is 35 years old or younger on January 1st of the current 
year is eligible to apply for the award. 
 

Submittal Procedure 

The following documents must be included in each submission: 

▪ Completed Application Form 

▪ Two (2) testimonials from a current ITE member (200 word max./each) 

▪ One (1) testimonial from a current or past supervisor (200 word max.) 
▪ Three (3) examples of specific project experience including your role (150 word 

max./each) 

 All applications should be submitted to Justin Schueler via email (PDF) at justin.schueler@raSmith.com 
or by regular mail to: 

mailto:Justin.Schueler@raSmith.com
http://itewisconsin.org/images/downloads/Ken_Voigt_Award/ken_voigt_young_member_award_application.pdf
mailto:justin.schueler@raSmith.com
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Justin Schueler 
c/o ITE Ken Voigt Award 
16745 W. Bluemound Road, Suite 200 
Brookfield, WI 53005-5938 

Evaluation Criteria 

▪ Overall quality of Working/Project Experience 
▪ The role discussed on the specific project experience and impact on the success 

of the project 
▪ Insight and opinions discussed in the various testimonials 
▪ Passion and overall commitment to the advancement of the profession 
▪ Examples of leadership skills 
▪ Examples of applying innovative ideas 

Past award winners 

2012 — Erin Schoon 
2013 — Joseph Ulatowski 
2015 — Tristan Hickman 
2016 — John Campbell 
2017 — Justin Schueler 
2018 — Andy Utic 
2019 — Christian Sternke 
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2019 Section Budget 
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Transportation Photos of the Times 

 

April Fools 
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Do you have some information to share?  The ITE Newsletter is an excellent medium for reaching section 

members.  If you would like something published in the upcoming newsletter, please contact the 2020 

Wisconsin Section Member Director, Brian Scharles at BrianS@tapconet.com. 

mailto:BrianS@tapconet.com
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ITE Wisconsin Section Sponsors 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

  

 

There is still time to become a sponsor for 2020!   

Contact Jess Billmeyer for more information. 

Platinum Sponsors 

 

Platinum Sponsors 

Gold Sponsors 

 

Gold Sponsors 

Silver Sponsors 

 

Silver Sponsors 

mailto:Jess.Billmeyer@aecom.com?subject=ITE%20Sponsorship
https://www.srfconsulting.com/

