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Background / Overview 
The proposed 2009 MUTCD moves from the concept of approach control to lane control 
at signalized intersections. This has significant ramifications on Wisconsin. Another 
issue of concern is dark signals at intersections. The uncertainty about right of way at 
signalized intersections with dark signals can potentially lead to crashes. 
  

Dark Signals at Signalized Intersections 
Neither the National Uniform Vehicle Code nor the MUTCD state anything about what to 
do at a signalized intersection with dark signals. 
 
However, MUTCD Section 4D.01 states 
“When a traffic control signal is not in operation, such as before it is placed in service, 
during seasonal shutdowns, or when it is not desirable to operate the traffic control 
signal, the signal faces shall be covered, turned, or taken down to clearly indicate that 
the traffic control signal is not in operation.” 
 
Current National Practices 
Neither the National Uniform Vehicle Code nor the MUTCD state anything about what to 
do at a signalized intersection with dark signals. Many states (like Illinois, Michigan, 
New York, Florida, and California) specifically state in their Drivers’ Handbooks that, in 
case the traffic signals do not work at a signalized intersection, the intersection should 
be treated as all-way stop controlled intersection.  
 
Current Wisconsin Practices 
There are no state statutes that directly address the question of right of way at 
signalized intersections with dark signals.  Wisconsin Motorists’ Handbook also does not 
address the issue. 
 
2009 MUTCD changes 
 
Arrangement of Signals 
Currently not allowed in Wisconsin, but allowed in the MUTCD 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Signal Heads for Left turn Movement 
Current Wisconsin MUTCD states 
“When a separate left turn phase is provided, at least two signal faces shall be 
provided to control that movement. One left turn signal shall be located on 
the far side of the intersection, the other shall be located on the near left in 
the case of the existence of a near side median, or on the far right if there is 
none. On divided highways, the preferred location of the far side left turn signal is 
on the median and the near left is on a median island to the left of left 
turning traffic.” 
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Additional Resources 
 Proposed Amendments to the MUTCD. 

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/proposed_amend/index.htm  
 Proposed Amendments to the MUTCD Figures. 

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/proposed_amend/npa_figures.pdf 
 Wisconsin MUTCD: Supplement to the MUTCD 
 Wisconsin Motorists’ Handbook  

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/docs/e-handbook.pdf 
 New York State Driver’s Manual 

http://www.nydmv.state.ny.us/dmanual/chapter04-manual.htm 
 Illinois Rules of Road 

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_a112.pdf 
 Michigan What Every Driver Must Know 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/wedmk_16312_7.pdf 
 California Driver Handbook. http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/dl600.pdf 
 Florida Driver’s Handbook. 

http://media.nationalsafetycommission.com/handbooks/2009/florida_driver_2009.p
df 
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